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Information Sheet 9

How to apply for a Blue Badge

What is a Blue Badge?

The Blue Badge scheme is designed to help people with severe mobility problems, registered
blind, those with severe disabilities in both arms, or those who will suffer considerable
psychological distress when walking, by allowing them to park close to shops, public buildings
and other places they may wish to visit.

Who can use the Blue Badge?
The Blue Badge is issued to a named person and they can use it in anyone’s vehicle in which
they travel, they DO NOT need to be the driver, nor own the vehicle.

How much does a Blue Badge cost?

Hampshire County Council charge £10 to issue a Blue Badge, which lasts for 3 years, or up to the
expiry of any qualifying benefit, whichever is shorter. If your application is refused the £10 is
refunded. Lost or damaged cards can be replaced for £10.

Qualifying for a Blue Badge
In order to qualify for your Blue Badge from Hampshire County Council you must pay Council
Tax in Hampshire. Your condition must be long term and substantial (eg a broken leg would not

qualify.)

The following will be eligible without needing further assessment:
+ Receives the Higher Rate of the Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) dated
in the last 12 months

Receives Personal Independence Payment (PIP) with an award that indicates they cannot walk
more than 50m

Receives Personal Independence Payment (PIP) with exactly 10 points awarded in the “Going
Out” section of the Mobility component, and a statement that “to undertake a journey causes
overwhelming psychological distress

Is severely sight impaired (blind)
« Receives a War Pensioner’s Mobility Supplement (WPMS)

+ Has been both awarded a lump sum benefit at tariffs 1-8 of the Armed Forces Compensation
Scheme and certified as having a permanent and substantial disability which causes inability
to walk or very considerable difficulty in walking.

Please note: There is a fast-track application process for people who have a terminal iliness that
seriously limits their mobility.
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The following may be eligible, subject to further assessment:

Drives a vehicle regularly, has a severe disability in both arms and unable to operate/has
considerable difficulty operating some or all types of parking meters.

Is over the age of 2 with a permanent and substantial disability which causes inability to walk
or very considerable difficulty walking, which may include very considerable psychological
distress

Is over the age of 2 and at risk of serious harm, or of causing serious harm to others, when
walking

Is under the age of 3 and, because of a condition, must always be accompanied by bulky
medical equipment which cannot be carried around with the child without great difficulty

Is under the age of 3 and, because of a condition, must always be kept near a motor vehicle so
that, if necessary, treatment for that condition can be given in the vehicle or the child can be
taken quickly in the vehicle to a place where such treatment can be given

Applying for a Blue Badge

Hampshire County Council prefers you to apply online or download the form and complete it. Go
to www.hants.gov.uk/transport/parking/bluebadge/howtoapply and scroll down to the green
button. If NFDIS are helping you to complete the Blue Badge application, we will provide the form.

If we are assisting you with completing a Blue Badge application form, please review the
following checklist and ensure that you provide all relevant information and supporting
documentation.

Blue Badge Check List
Applicants who are terminally ill with a poor prognosis can ignore points 1,2 and 3

1. Photocopy proof of address no older than 12 months (for example a recent bill, driving
licence, council tax bill)

2. Photocopy proof of identity (for example driving licence, birth certificate, marriage

certificate)

Note: a current driving licence provides us with both proof of identity and address.

A passport quality colour photograph taken in the last 12 months.

Your national insurance number.

Proof of the medical condition which affects your ability to walk.

If paying by £10.00 cheque or postal order, make payable to Hampshire County Council or

HCC.

7. All applicants who are not applying under automatic eligibility criteria must provide
recent clinical evidence.
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For applications without further assessment (automatic eligibility), provide one of the

following:
1. Photocopy of War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement award letter dated within the last
12 months.

2. Photocopy of Armed Forces Compensation Scheme award letter.
3. Photocopy of Certificate of Vision Impairment (CVI.)
4. Photocopy of SR1 form/hospital letter if applying under life limiting iliness criteria.

Postage

Incorrect postage will delay your application being delivered to Hampshire County Council -
ensure you get your envelope weighed at the Post Office.

Please note: As we are a charity, we are unfortunately unable to cover postage costs. If you
would like us to post documents on your behalf, we kindly ask that you reimburse the applicable
postage charges.

Useful contact details

Hampshire County Council tel no: 0300 555 1376 Option 1
Email: blue.badge@hants.gov.uk

Website: www.hants.gov.uk/bluebadge

Send your completed paper application to:
Blue Badge Service

Universal Services

Hampshire County Council, The Castle
Winchester, SO023 8UD

Please note: In some areas of the country, and in some car parks, Blue Badge holders still have
to pay car parking charges (even if they are road tax exempt) so check the signs in all car parks

This information sheet is only a brief guide to the Blue Badge Scheme and is designed to help
you decide if it could be appropriate for you to make an application — for further help and
advice, or to book an appointment to complete a form, please telephone New Forest Disability
Information Service on 01425 628750.

New Forest Disability Information Service is a registered charity, and we rely on your kind
donations to provide our services. If you would like to make a donation, please visit
www.NewForestDIS.org.uk/donate. Thank you.
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